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Assalam’alaikum and Good morning to you all…………..

Chief Guest Attorney General of Maldives Honorable Mohamed Anil, Distinguished colleagues,   
and conference sponsors ……. UNICEF and Microsoft.
Esteemed colleagues from Malaysia, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri-Lanka, India, Mauritius, Australia, Oman and the United Kingdom and my colleagues from the schools and Institutions of higher Learning in the Republic of Maldives 
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Ladies and gentleman,
Teachers are very important human capital as they are the backbone of a country’s intellectual growth. The education of the young generation in the country is in the hands of the teachers. Knowledge is a limitless frontier, therefore we need to be vigilant and constantly search for new knowledge. Teachers are an important equation to this perspective of lifelong learning to acquire new knowledge. In the Maldives, we have prioritized teacher education and the tradition of taking it seriously will go on.  

Ladies and gentleman,
Gone were the days where we put emphasis solely on offering courses to train teachers on pedagogical, psychological and knowledge bases, Now education in the Republic of Maldives is stressing on the importance of the use of technologies in education, not only for primary, secondary levels but at college and university levels by moving away from the convention, to, invention and technologically enhanced methodologies. 

In 2009 Waters, warned that there may be global warming but global yawning is definitely on the rise in the classrooms of the world. Pupils are getting bored and the classrooms are getting hotter faster than the world climate. Therefore experts highlighted that we need to remodel the teaching workforce it did not sound too farfetched. Remodeling would involve rethinking our certification and promotion criteria and processes. There is a need to relook at the certification of our teachers based on the learning, relearning and unlearning philosophy of Alvin Toffler.

Ladies and gentleman,
On our part, the Ministry of Education has been involved in the transformation process of teaching and learning at both the Ministry of Education with policy matters, and at school level, with professional development programmes to improve the quality and excellence of teaching and learning. 

In line with the global trends towards globalization and international collaboration, we are working towards building a strong network of international collaborations with institutions and organizations in Asia and beyond.  One such collaboration that benefitted us is the long existing collaboration is with Universiti Sains Malaysia.

I hereby thank the National Institute of Education for putting this event together. They have never failed to amaze me with their dedication and commitment in their pursue of educational excellence. 

To our participants from abroad, do take some time off to experience the uniqueness and beauty of the Republic of Maldives. I do hope that you will enjoy your stay and bring home valuable knowledge, inspiring motivation, feasible collaborations and last but not the least, great memories of Maldives.
Thank you
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